[Expression and clinical significance of osteopontin in colorectal cancer and liver metastatic tissues].
To investigate the possible association of osteopontin (OPN) with liver metastasis in colorectal cancer. RNA was quantitated by RT-PCR from colorectal cancer and surrounding normal tissues, also from liver metastatic tissues and normal liver tissues. ISH was utilized to detect OPN mRNA in colorectal cancer and liver metastatic tissues. In 44 cases, the expressions of OPN mRNA in colorectal cancer tissues were higher than those in the surrounding normal tissues (t = 4.89, P = 0.000). The expression of OPN mRNA in colorectal cancer was as high as 18.2%, but in liver metastasis was 80% (chi(2) = 22.42, P = 0.000). In ISH, OPN mRNA located in the cytoplasm of colorectal cancer cells. The expressions of OPN mRNA were the highest in liver metastatic tissues, moderate in colorectal cancer tissues, and lowest in surrounding normal tissues, indicating that OPN is a potential marker for liver metastasis of colorectal cancer.